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reached, certain difficulties had arisen which were hindering progress.
Owing to the lack of unanimity among the Mongols themselves, the
situation at the end of the year remained ambiguous; and although
—to carry the story a stage farther—a scheme of autonomy for
Inner Mongolia, apparently based on the principles accepted at Pai
Ling Miao, was adopted by the Chinese Central Political Council in
March 1934, opposition to its provisions on the part of some, at least,
of the Inner Mongolian leaders continued to cause a deadlock.
The hand of Japan was not visibly apparent in the Inner Mongolian
autonomy movement; but the connexion between this movement
and the recent developments in Manchuria and Jehol was undoubtedly
close. Not only were the Mongols of Inner Mongolia inevitably
affected by the spectacle of the political freedom which was now
enjoyed by the Mongol subjects of 'Manchukuo5, but they were
emboldened to challenge Chinese rule by their knowledge of recent
military events on the Jehol border. 'Manchukuo'-Japanese troops
had actually penetrated into Chahar province and occupied Dolonor
during Feng Yii-hsiang's independent campaign,1 and there could
hardly be any doubt of their readiness to advance farther west-
ward if a pretext offered itself. The Chinese authorities, both
central and provincial, had, for their part, either to compromise
with Mongol demands or risk a further clash with Japan. Japan,
which had persistently claimed a £ special interest' in Inner Mongolia,
could well wait for the situation to develop without direct inter-
ference, safe in the assurance that an independent Inner Mongolia
would be irresistibly drawn to link its fortunes with those of its
Mongol neighbours under 'Maiichukuo5 rule, and would thus become
the spear-head of Japanese influence thrusting out into Central Asia
along the flank of Russia.
The fortunes of Communism in China—a subject which has been
dealt with at some length in the preceding volume2—underwent no
very radical change in 1933. Information concerning conditions
inside the 'Soviet bloc5 was still extremely scanty, owing to the
impassable barrier by which this territory was ringed round. The
challenge to Government authority was serious enough to cause
Chiang Kai-shek to devote himself through the greater part of the
year to his operations against the 'Reds5; and for this purpose he
established himself at army head-quarters at Nanchang, the capital
of Kiangsi. Success depended on a co-ordination of attack from the
north, south, and east: that is to say, on concerted action between
Chiang's own armies, the Cantonese forces, and the semi-independent
1 See p. 462 above.	2 See the Survey for 1932, Part V, section (i).

